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PERTH WILDCATS — NATIONAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.05 pm]: As many in this place will 
no doubt be aware, our state basketball team, the Perth Wildcats, recently clinched the National Basketball 
League Championship for a record fifth time. This government has been a strong supporter of the Wildcats. I had 
the pleasure of watching a very hard-fought contest played out before an enthralled crowd on Friday night. The 
game was the final in a best-of-three series and, as most members who follow the finals series will attest, each 
game could have gone either way. Happily, when the question was asked deep in the third quarter on Friday 
night, the Wildcats were only too happy to answer and lifted a gear to reel off a stunning 17-point burst to take 
the game and the championship away from the gallant Wollongong Hawks.  

This was the epitome of a group—which includes the board, coach, support staff and of course the players—
working as a team. It was a real 12-man effort. Everyone worked together over the course of the season to build 
a championship through unrelenting hard work, commitment and belief in each other. These are the qualities that 
I hope many of the young fans caught up in the euphoria on Friday night will take away with them. It was very 
fitting that Martin Cattalini, a product of our local WA basketball program, could finish his long and 
distinguished career with a championship on his home court with the Wildcats.  

I would also like to pay tribute to the Wollongong Hawks and their supporters who travelled across the country 
to support them. I am sure they enjoyed our hospitality. Both supporters and players can stand tall as this was a 
series contested fiercely but with the sort of grace and sportsmanship all can be proud of. 

Finally, I would like to recognise the New South Wales Premier, Kristina Keneally, who is this week proudly 
flying the Wildcats’ colours as a result of a small wager with our Premier. Well done, Premier. The Premier and 
I will attend a reception today for the Wildcats. 

While we are congratulating our sporting teams, I will take the opportunity to also congratulate the Kookaburras. 
The Kookaburras recently won hockey’s FIH 2010 World Cup in India. We can proudly claim this team as our 
own as Western Australia has been their home for over two decades. Well done to all. 
 


